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to abandon the voyage down the St. Lawrence,
and it is fair to conjecture that he shed no tears
of disappointment.

In September Hampton had led his forces, re-
cruited to four thousand infantry and a few dra-
goons, from Lake Champlain to the Canadian
border in faithful compliance with his instructions
to join the movement against Montreal.    His line
of march was westward to the Chateauguay River
where he took a position which menaced both Mont-
real and that vital artery, the St. Lawrence.  Build-
ing roads and bringing up supplies, he waited there
for Wilkinson to set his own undertaking in motion.
Word came from Secretary Armstrong to advance
along the river, hold the enemy in check, and pre-
pare to unite with Wilkinson's army.    Hampton
acted promptly and alarmed the British at Mont-
real, who foresaw grave consequences and assem-
bled troops from every quarter.   Hampton then
learned that his army faced an enemy which was
of vastly superior strength and which had every
advantage of natural defense, while he himself was
becoming convinced that Wilkinson was a broken
reed and that no further support could be expected
from the Government.   General Prevost's own re-
ports and letters showed that he had collected in